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Beatty, Hetty Burlingame. Bryn. Houghton, 1965. 250p. illus. $3.25.
A story about a boy and his dog, a bit drawn out, but having many ap-
Ad peals to the reader: the rural setting, the logical solution to Ken's prob-
6-8 lems, the love between Ken and his dog, Bryn. The writing is simple,
the plot tightly constructed; it is pleasantly realistic to find that Ken's
uncle (not an unkind man) never becomes aware of the boy's needs. He
makes concessions, but he does not change his opinions. Meticulous and
self-centered, Uncle John and his wife have given their orphaned nephew
a home, but they give the boy little companionship. Bryn, given to Ken
as a vacation pet, is left behind when the three return to the city. Bryn
runs away and turns up, almost a year later, at the farm where Ken is
now staying with his grandparents. In a rather thinly strung-out se-
quence of incidents, Bryn learns to herd sheep and Ken decides to buy
some farm land, save money for college, and start his own flock with
money he has inherited.
Benchley, Nathaniel. Oscar Otter; illus. by Arnold Lobel. Harper, 1966. 64p.
(I Can Read Books) Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $2.19 net.
A merry book for the beginning independent reader, the illustrations
R having humor but being a wee bit repetitive. Oscar Otter complains to
1-2 his father that a beaver has built in the path of his slide. Father calmly
suggests a new slide; Oscar, against parental advice, builds a slide far
away from the water. Far away from his father, too. Oscar is trailed by
a fox who is trailed by a wolf, who is trailed by a mountain lion, who is
trailed by a moose: no predatory interest there, the moose simply as-
suming that he is in a parade. Oscar finally makes it home safely with
the help of the same beaver. He reports his adventure. "Next time will
we try to be not quite so smart?" his loving parent asks. It is this hu-
mor, flashing out intermittently, that makes a charming book out of il-
lustrations and a story line that are not at all outstanding.
Bridwell, Norman. The Witch Next Door; story and pictures by Norman Bridwell.
Four Winds, 1966. Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $2.19 net.
A very simple read-aloud text; the illustrations are of comic-strip
Ad calibre, but they have some humorous touches. The story begins, "There
K-2 is a witch living on our street. Do you know how I can tell? It's not some-
thing you would notice the first time you saw her . .. " and the child goes
on to list some of the clues. Since the witch appears on the first page,
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complete with broomstick, tall hat, and scraggly hair, she is a delight-
ful contradiction to the assumption of the speaker. The plot is slim, but
has a strong ending. After it has been amply proved that the witch is a
good neighbor, objections to her presence are raised by some adults;
provoked at last, the witch does a shocking thing: she changes the couple
to a beautiful young prince and princess. O joy. The children ask if they
may be changed, too. Their friend tells them no, that good boys and girls
are more beautiful than princes and princesses, a statement that would
be still more endearing if the word "good" had been omitted.
Bright, Robert. Georgie and the Magician. Doubleday, 1966. 45p. illus. $3.25.
A sequel to earlier Georgie books. Like Gus (see Thayer review in
Ad this issue) Georgie is a friendly ghost who helps make a house sound
K-2 lived-in, and who communicates with animals but not with people. Here
Georgie and his two friends, an owl and a cat, save the reputation of an
inept amateur magician who is performing at a community show. The
story is amiable and innocuous, the drawings a bit cluttered and occa-
sionally funny.
Brown, Ivor. Dr. Johnson and His World. Walck, 1966. 48p. illus. $3.95.
First published in England in 1965, a text on Samuel Johnson and the
R eighteenth century England in which he lived and blustered. The book
8- gives a modicum of biographical information, a more than adequate pic-
ture of Johnson's personality, and an adequate account of him as an au-
thor and a lexicographer. The text describes Johnson's London: the lit-
erary circles, the architecture, the cultural patterns of a classed soci-
ety; it discusses the resorts, the roads, the art and the industries of
England. The book is profusely illustrated with photographs in black and
white: photographs of buildings, bridges, paintings and portraits, inven-
tions, weapons, clothing, musical instruments, and some expectedly ele-
gant silver. The text is continuous and quite pleasantly meandering.
Caudill, Rebecca. Did You Carry the Flag Today, Charley? illus. by Nancy
Grossman. Holt, 1966. 95p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
A read-aloud story about a small and lively boy, just turned five, who
R has his first encounter with the necessary strictures of the classroom at
K-2 a summer school in Appalachia. Charley, obstreperous youngest in a
family of ten, is given a full picture of the joys and the responsibilities
he will encounter; his brothers and sisters tell him that one child "who
has been specially good that day" has the honor of carrying the flag at
the head of the line to the bus. They ask every day, but they hardly ex-
pect Charley to carry the flag, since he has an affinity for trouble, usu-
ally emanating from curiosity. He does, of course, carry the flag in the
last episode. This is a realistic and low-keyed story with good dialogue,
although Charley seems precocious, and excellent classroom scenes.
Indeed, the teaching staff is almost too good to be true; they are patient,
understanding, firm, tactful, and wise. It may paint a too-rosy picture
for the child who is about to start school, but it's an encouraging pic-
ture. The one slightly contrived note in the story is in the family recep-
tion for Charley each day; the most appealing aspect is in the perfectly
believable way in which a free spirit like Charley learns to adapt to a
new pattern. He is neither pushed nor coerced into obedience; he is not
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asked to conform beyond the need to avoid classroom disruption; he is
simply led to a desire to learn, guided by a teacher who is wise enough
to channel his energy and who has taken the time to learn his interests.
Coatsworth, Elizabeth Jane. The Sparrow Bush; wood engravings by Stefan Mar-
tin. Norton, 1966. 63p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.03 net.
A charming book of poetry, most of the poems being about some as-
R pect of nature: birds or beasts, the weather, the seasons, the stars; a
4-7 few are about an emotion or a mood. The writing is lucid, springy, gay,
and affectionate. Nice to read alone, nice to read aloud. The wood en-
gravings in black and white are attractive in themselves and are used
with discrimination in the page layout.
Colmont, Marie. Christmas Bear; tr. by Constance Hirsch; illus. by Feodor
Rojankovsky. Golden Press, 1966. 22p. (Golden Books) $1.95.
A translation of a picture book first published in France in 1941,
M attractively illustrated with some small black and white drawings and
K-2 some full page pictures in color that have the gay simplicity that is
Rojankovsky's hallmark. The style (at least the translation) is smooth;
the plot is limp and comes to an abrupt and quite unsatisfying end. A
small toy bear runs away from the unpleasant little girl to whom he be-
longs; he enjoys his adventures, the last of which is helping a Reindeer
distribute Christmas toys. The sack is empty, but there is one child
left, "A poor little sick boy. .. ." The bear climbs into a boot that the
sleeping boy has left by the fireplace. "It was not as comfortable as a
treetop, but Michka (the bear) was tired after his day's adventures, and
soon he too fell asleep." End of story.
Colorado, Antonio J. The First Book of Puerto Rico; illus. with photographs.
Watts, 1965. 7 4 p. $2.65.
An introductory book, illustrated with photographs that are of good
M quality but varying degrees of usefulness. The text emphasizes Puerto
4-6 Rico's history and geography, but gives less information about the daily
lives of the Puerto Rican people than does Tor's Getting to Know Puerto
Rico (Coward-McCann, 1955); both books give good coverage of Opera-
tion Bootstrap. Here there is a glossary and an index; the latter seems
extended by entries for such textual references as, for example, citing
"Africa" or "Coconut palms": "These tropical storms that attack Puerto
Rico begin in the Atlantic Ocean between Africa and the West Indies."
and "Luquillo Beach in the northeast, ringed by swaying coconut palms,
is a picture-postcard setting." The book gives information, but it is very
much weakened by the chamber-of-commerce-brochure phrasing and
tone.
Cone, Molly. The Jewish Sabbath; illus. by Ellen Raskin. T. Y. Crowell, 1966.
34p. $2.95.
In a dignified yet simple text, the author describes the origins of the
R Jewish Sabbath and the rites of observance in Jewish homes. The illus-
2-4 trations are in blue, green and yellow with strong black lines that give
the effect of leading around stained glass. The feeling of quiet reverence
in the writing and level of communication are admirable; the text seems
to imply that Sabbath observances are held in all Jewish homes, yet
[231
many children of Jewish background will probably find the material in
the book unfamiliar.
Faralla, Dana. The Wonderful Flying-Go-Round; illus. by Harold Berson. World,
1965. 95p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.41 net.
A fanciful story with meaningful implications, adequately illustrated;
Ad the story is weakened by slow pace and, just a bit, by the fact that the
4-6 brother and sister who are the protagonists are in a situation not fully
explained. There is, for example, no clarification about the home; only
grandfather is mentioned, but there is no comment on parents, yea or
nay. The fanciful element is well done, and the message is not obtrusive-
ly contrived but matter-of-factly presented: one may dream and day-
dream, but to implement a goal one must also work. Here Michael and
Randy, having nowhere to play but the town dump, succeed with the help
of some magical visitors in turning Shanty Town's dump into a play-
ground. The equipment, the flying-go-round, is built by the fantastic
Mr. and Mrs. Florabella, who are Little People; the wonderful flying-
go-round convinces the town's mayor that the dump should indeed be-
come a playground.
Freeman, Don. A Rainbow of My Own. Viking, 1966. 28p. illus. Trade ed. $3;
Library ed. $2.96 net.
A picture book that has very attractive illustrations, albeit repetitive
Ad ones; on some pages the pictured rainbow seems to be only pink, blue,
4-6 and yellow. A small boy imagines that he has a pet rainbow; in his fancy,
yrs. the rainbow coils playfully about and plays leapfrog, forms a hammock,
and hides in the colors of a garden. The boy, whose imagination has been
stimulated by seeing a rainbow, comes into the house when the shower
ends. There he finds that the sun, striking the water in a bowl, has made
a rainbow, a rainbow of his own. The idea of imaginative play is always
appealing, but the treatment here is slight.
Froman, Elizabeth Hull. Eba the Absent-Minded Witch; illus. by Dorothy Maas.
World, 1965. 64p. Trade ed. $3; Library ed. $2.96 net.
Not a story about Hallowe'en, but a cozy-humorous tale about a witch
Ad who had forgotten how to fly; absent-minded Eba had come to Jenny's
4-5 house eight years before, when Jenny was born, and had been there ever
since. Knowing how unhappy Eba was about her lost talent, Jenny tried
to help her; with Jenny's encouragement and the help of a cousin of Eba's,
the absent-minded witch recovered her ability just as she was about to
lose her membership in the Cousinhood of Witches. She had received her
final notice from the Acting President. The story is a bit drawn out, and
some of the humor seems repetitive, but the writing style is light and
lively, and the story has an aura of affection that makes the relationship
between Jenny and her forgetful, disorganized, and dilatory witch quite
endearing.
George, Jean (Craighead). Spring Comes to the Ocean; illus. by John Wilson.
T. Y. Crowell, 1965. 109p. $3.50.
This is a tremendously impressive book written with quiet authority,
R imbued with a sense of wonder and pleasure in the marvelous intrica-
6- cies of marine creatures. The author writes with great simplicity and
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dignity, her prose only just verging on the lyric; this is fine writing and
a fine contribution to literature in the biological sciences. Each chapter
describes one form of animal life, beginning with the stirring of the re-
productive instinct in the spring; the book discusses the courting-if
there is any-and the start of a new life form. In the course of this de-
scription, the author gives an excellent picture of each creature: the
structure, habitat, enemies and protective devices, et cetera. The illus-
trations are attractive, but are not clear in details of the smaller crea-
tures. A bibliography and a relative index are appended.
Green, Kathleen. Philip and the Pooka; and Other Irish Fairy Tales; illus. by
Victoria de Larrea. Lippincott, 1966. 93p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library
ed. $2.82 net.
A collection of ten tales about different kinds of Irish fairies: Lochrie-
Ad men, witches, the pooka, et cetera; the black and white illustrations are
4-6 somewhat reminiscent of Montresor's Witches of Venice. The tales are
fairly standard in their basic structure: a human who befriends a Little
Person and is rewarded, or one who does not and is punished; they fol-
low the genre pattern in plot, then, and in characters and setting. The
weakness of the stories is in the style of writing: for one thing, the au-
thor makes some contemporary references, as in referring to a vacuum
cleaner or to a witch returning from a Witches' Conference in Canada,
a device that would be enjoyable were it touched on with humor rather
than emerging obtrusively. Again, the mixed use of contemporary speech
and the traditional rhythm of folk and fairy tales. For example, on one
page: "Bad luck to it for a stick. I'll break it up and burn it, so I will."
says one character; and on the next page a Leprechaun says, "All mod-
ern indoor cleaning is done by sucking up dirt through a pipe. It's done
by electricity, so. .. ."
Grossbart, Francine. A Big City. Harper, 1966. 30p. illus. Trade ed. $3.50;
Library ed. $3.27 net.
A delightful alphabet book, wonderful in the way it uses space and
R color, although one or two of the pages seem crowded. The book lacks
3-6 the humor of Munari's A B C (World, 1960) but has some of the same
yrs. appeal in its large, clear pictures; it has, like Matthiesen's ABC (Platt
and Munk, 1966), the appeal of familiar objects. Familiar, that is, to the
urban child and not too unfamiliar for the child of suburb or country.
Most of the pages show solidly drawn silhouettes in simple poster style;
against the colored backgrounds of the pages there is a word or phrase
printed in black or in white, in each case the initial letter of the first
word being large and clear. In a few cases, the operative word seems
a weak choice, since it is an adjective-for example, "0" is "Outdoor
art show."
Hawkinson, Lucy. Dance, Dance, Amy-Chan! story and pictures by Lucy Hawk-
inson. Whitman, 1965. 28p. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.06 net.
Amy is affectionately called Amy-Chan by her grandparents, who
Ad ask her if she would like to be in the Japanese street festival. Amy goes
K-2 to special dancing classes so that she can participate, and her little sis-
ter Susie learns all the dances right along with her. At the festival, Amy
misses the first dance because she is hunting for her small sister, who
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has run off, frightened by a crashing drum. Then Amy-Chan dances.
The plot is minimal and the ending particularly weak, but the book has
some very attractive aspects. The illustrations have vitality and humor;
the story shows a very pleasant relationship between the two elderly
people and their grandchildren (the girls don't understand Japanese, but
they like to sit on their grandfather's lap and listen to stories) and an
affectionate relationship between the sisters.
Hicks, Clifford B. Alvin Fernald, Foreign Trader; illus. by Bill Sokol. Holt,
1966. 159p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
Another book about Alvin, the Magnificent Brain and Inventor-usu-
M ally Inventor-in-Trouble. Here Alvin wins a contest by making a batch
5-6 of candy; as a prize he and his small sister and his friend Shoie are
taken to Europe. Alvin becomes increasingly suspicious of a strange
man he thinks must be an industrial spy, since Alvin's hosts are en
route to see the great research scientist and inventor, Herr Hoogen-
doorn. Well, there's a wild bicycle race, with Shoie and Alvin getting
prizes and the criminals (who are indeed industrial spies) being upset
due to the machinations of the Magnificent Brain. The book is jam-
packed with things going on: forays into a new country, with a smatter-
ing of each language; relentlessly jaunty dialogue between Alvin and
Shoie, and a succession of episodes that are somehow reminiscent of
Abbott and Costello. The humor would probably be more effective were
it not so broadly punched. The small amount of material about the coun-
tries in which Alvin travels and the small amount of material about for-
eign trade are adequately handled but, again, in the matrix of heavy-
handed humor they stand out rather obtrusively.
Hofmann, Melita. A Trip to the Pond; An Adventure in Nature; written and illus.
by Melita Hofmann. Doubleday, 1966. 64p. $3.75.
An oversize book that describes the flora and fauna of a pond com-
Ad munity, both in and out of the water. The endpapers show in duplicate a
5-9 double-page spread chart of creatures that can be taken from the pond
for closer observation. The chart shows how to catch and transport the
insect or amphibian, how to care for it and what to look for; it suggests
returning the creatures unharmed and points out the occasional danger
to the collector. The text is adequately organized, no section giving ex-
tensive information; the pages are illustrated with a sort of large orna-
mental border in which the plants and the animal life are labeled. Alter-
nately, the double-page illustrative borders are in color and in black
and white; although the drawings themselves are really good in detail,
they are a bit cluttered in effect, especially on the pages in color. The
pages in black and white are clearer, but they are of course less useful
for identification. A brief list of books for further reading precedes the
text; an index is appended.
Holman, Felice. Victoria's Castle; illus. by Lillian Hoban. Norton, 1966. 44p.
Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.03 net.
An appealing read-aloud book about a small girl who, having nobody
R to play with, is given to inventive fantasies. Father is perturbed, Mother
K-2 goes along with Victoria's daily reports of striped giraffes and moated
castles. When Victoria asks if she may bring a white bird with red eyes
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into the house, her mother agrees, but doesn't notice for some time that
it is a real bird. The bird is a parakeet that talks; his owner telephones
just then and-since Bird is to be sold-agrees to sell the bird to Vic-
toria's father. The end is a wee bit contrived, but the story should evoke
many a recognition reflex with no pain; both the imaginative child and
the adult who has been listening, and listening, and listening to him
should find this amusing.
Horvath, Betty. Hooray for Jasper; pictures by Fermin Rocker. Watts, 1966.
35p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.21 net.
This is a read-aloud story for the very young; the simple illustra-
Ad tions, soft and realistic, clearly picture a middle-class neighborhood
3-6 (small town or suburban) in which white and Negro children mingle in
yrs. amicable play. Jasper is the youngest of four children, always being told
that he is too little for anything he wants to do. He asks the members of
his family how one grows big (mother suggests more food, father sug-
gests more chores) but his efforts to demonstrate responsibility seem
only to bring trouble. Grandpa had said that Jasper would begin to grow
when he did something that made people say, "Hooray for Jasper!" Then
he was able to rescue a cat that was up a tree too frail for the bigger
boys to climb. Everybody shouted acclaim, and just as Grandpa had said,
Jasper felt himself begin to grow. Pleasant in setting, but the ending
seems trite.
Hunt, Jim. Bobby Hull. Follett, 1966. 105p. $3.95.
Appropriately, at the beginning of the ice hockey season, a biography
Ad of Bobby Hull, written by a Canadian newspaper sports editor. Although
7- the book has the laudatory note found in most sports biographies, it de-
viates somewhat from the pattern in praising Hull as much for his ami-
ability and common sense as for his prowess on the ice. Occasionally
the material seems repetitious, but the book does not have long descrip-
tions of games; it is quite balanced in treatment.
Hurd, Michael. Young Person's Guide to Opera. Roy, 1966. 119p. $3.25.
First published in Great Britain in 1963, an utterly delightful book;
R delightful in style, dreadful in its use of very small print, and incorpo-
8- rating a remarkable amount of information in a text so smoothly flowing
and witty. Mr. Hurd discusses first the ingredients of opera: composer,
performer, production, the house, the audience, and operatic conventions.
The second part of the book is an outline (but not a superficial one) of
operatic history; after reviewing four centuries of opera, the author con-
cludes with a brief chapter on English opera. It begins, "The history of
English opera is short and singularly depressing." An index is appended.
Johnson, Enid. Rails Across the Continent; The Story of the First Transcontinen-
tal Railroad. Messner, 1965. 18 4p. illus. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed.
$3.64 net.
A detailed description of the planning and building of the Union Pacific
M and the Central Pacific tracks that met in Utah in 1869 to establish ser-
7-9 vice to California from the East. The book has a section of interesting
photographs bound in; it gives a great deal of information and is espe-
cially valuable in giving candid pictures of the rapacity and the merce-
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nary-to-dishonest manipulations of many of the backers of the railroads.
On the other hand, the writing style is very weak: laden with cliches and
stereotypes, and often belaboring a point. For example, Grenville Dodge,
an early proponent of a railroad to the western territories, had a meet-
ing with Abraham Lincoln; in fictionalizing this, the author obtrusively
uses familiar details: ". .. he drawled, wrapping his gray shawl about
his shoulders." . .. "Lincoln tugged at his black stovepipe hat which
made him seem even taller than he was. . . ." The author's references
to Chinese workers, especially, tend to perpetuate the stereotyped coolie;
to some extent the stereotype appears also in the picture of the Irish
workers. The dramatic material has an appeal that compensates some-
what for the weakness of style and the fragmented effect of moving back
and forth, chapter by chapter, from Union Pacific progress to that of the
Central Pacific. A bibliography and index are appended.
Kane, Henry Bugbee. Wings, Legs, or Fins. Knopf, 1965. 60p. illus. $3.25.
A very simple text on modes of locomotion is illustrated by photo-
M graphs (black and white, full page, some enlarged) of animal life. The
3-5 jacket of the book has a subtitle, "How Animals Move From Here to
There"; this is not used on the title page or on the cover or spine of the
book. Actually, the use of the book is limited severely by the absence of
table of contents, index, or pagination; the information given is both in-
teresting and accurate, but it is not easy to find and seems to have been
selected at random. The text describes some forms of animal life that
swim, that crawl, that leap, that walk, or that fly. In the section on walk-
ing, for example, there are seven pages with a few lines of text (and a
drawing) on each page; on the facing pages are photographs. The text in
this section mentions man, caterpillar, ant, crab, duckling, doe, and deer.
Although the book can be used for nature study, it is more superficial and
less useful by far than most of the author's books for middle and upper
grades.
Lampman, Evelyn (Sibley). The Tilted Sombrero; illus. by Ray Cruz. Doubleday,
1966. 264p. $3.50.
A story of the beginnings of the Mexican War of Independence in 1810.
R Nando, motherless, is thirteen when his father dies; he learns from his
6-9 older brother a family secret: they had an Indian grandmother. As a
proud creole (a Mexican with only Spanish forbears) Nando has always
looked down upon the mestizos, the Spanish-Indians. Sent off to be out of
the way, Nando rides alone and is stripped by bandits; he then has many
adventures-due in part to the war and in part to the zealous machina-
tions of a young girl who loves intrigue and who is more inventive than
truthful. Both Nando and his oldest brother, who had been a soldier loyal
to Spain, are won over to the popular cause, and Nando learns to be proud
of his heritage. A colorful book about an interesting period in Mexican
history; the writing style is good, the characterization variable in quality.
The story gives a vivid picture of the stratified society that united to
fight the oppressive rule of Spain. Some real characters are prominent
in the story, primarily Father Miguel Hidalgo Y Costilla, the priest who
led the first Indian revolt.
Laughlin, Florence. The Seventh Cousin; illus. by Sheila Greenwald. Macmillan,
1966. 160p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.75 net.
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A mystery story in which three children play detective in order to
M find a missing heir-the seventh cousin. Twelve-year-old Scott and his
5-6 younger sister are intrigued by the situation they stumble upon in the
renovated mansion in which their family has just rented an apartment.
The mansion has been willed to a monkey, Miss Bluebell; Miss Bluebell
is guarded and loved by young Elwood, who becomes the third member
of the detective trio. Since some distant cousin will inherit a fortune
when Miss Bluebell dies, there seems a need to guard the monkey-es-
pecially when mysterious accidents arouse the trio's suspicions. The
story has flashes of humor, but there are episodes that are slapstick;
the plot is quite contrived and the resolution forced.
Macken, Walter. Island of the Great Yellow Ox. Macmillan, 1966. 206p. Trade
ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.76 net.
Set on an Irish island, an adventure story that has a tightly construct-
R ed plot, adequate characterization and very good dialogue, a smattering
5-9 of archeology, and a background that has been beautifully created to give
convincingly the atmosphere of the isolated island and its mysterious
buried treasure, the Great Yellow Ox. Quite accidently Conor sees two
people-Lady Agnes and her husband, the Captain-looking at an odd map.
Conor's next meeting with the elderly couple is on the island, where he
and two other lads (plus Conor's baby brother, a delightful and not-too-
cute boy of five) have been stranded by a storm. From then on, it is
shivers all the way, as malevolent Lady Agnes grimly persecutes the
boys who stand between her and the Great Yellow Ox, a long-lost archeo-
logical treasure that had been the Golden God of the Druids.
Manning-Sanders, Ruth. Peter and the Piskies; Cornish Folk and Fairy Tales;
illus. by Raymond Briggs. Roy, 1966. 215p. $3.95.
A compilation of some three dozen traditional tales from Cornwall,
R illustrated quite profusely with small drawings in black and white, in a
5-7 book first published in Great Britain. The author is thoroughly at home
in this genre, her writing having the easy and colorful flow of natural
speech patterns, and avoiding-praise be-the artificial quaintnesses that
often mar retellings of folk literature. Most of the tales about the Piskies
-those Little People who are always laughing-are humorous; a few are
poignant or pithy with message. Enjoyable to read alone or aloud, and a
good source for storytelling.
Mellersh, H. E. L. Sumer and Babylon; illus. by Sally Mellersh. T. Y. Crowell,
1965. 86p. $3.50.
A description of the beginnings of the civilization in the land of the
Ad two rivers and of the development of the Sumerian and Babylonian cul-
6-9 tures. The material is most interesting, and the illustrations of art ob-
jects and artifacts are plentiful. The weakness of the book is in the jo-
cose writing style, sometimes evident even in the captions for illustra-
tions: "On his way out? A benign Sumerian ruler of pre-Sargon times."
The writing is rambling and informal; the book is adequate in scope and
occasionally amusing in its vivid evocation of an incident or message as
interpreted by the author. A brief index is appended. The book does not
compare favorably in coverage or organization with Cottrell's Land of
the Two Rivers (World, 1962) which is written in a fairly ponderous
style, but it is accurate, colorful, and a bit easier to read.
[29]
Meredith, Robert, ed. The Quest of Columbus; ed. and ad. by Robert Meredith
and E. Brooks Smith from The History of the Life and Actions of Ad-
miral Christopher Colon by Ferdinand Colon; illus. by Leonard Everett
Fisher. Little, 1966. 125p. $3.95.
An adaptation, with no fictionalization or extraneous material, of the
R history written by Ferdinand Columbus, incorporating material from the
7-10 correspondence and journals of Christopher Columbus. The adaptors
sustain an attitude of simple gravity, presumably inherent in the origi-
nal; at any rate, the respectful and occasionally ingenuous tone (combined
with recurrent notes of filial pride and of piety) lends authenticity and
flavor. The format is attractive, with many stark Fisher illustrations in
black and white, and with two maps; an index is appended.
Miles, Miska. Teacher's Pet; illus. by Fen H. Lasell. Atlantic-Little, Brown,
1966. 56p. $3.25.
A story set in the rural west just after World War I. Lottie's family
Ad had followed the crops, and although she was glad that they had a home
4-5 of their own, she was apprehensive about going to school for the first
time. She had been taught at home, and now she had to face being with
other children in the fifth grade. When she brought the teacher a gift as
her mother suggested, Lottie was called "Teacher's Pet"; when she was
dared to put a mouse in the teacher's desk, she did it. And was kept after
school. However, Lottie's period of woe ended when she made her first
friend. Slow-moving, especially at the beginning of the story; the relation-
ships are all believable, but they are not presented in any depth. The pic-
ture of a rural classroom of the past is quite good, although there is lit-
tle else in the story that has any period flavor; the book has, that is,
more appeal as a country story than as a period story.
Newcomb, Covelle. Leonardo Da Vinci; Prince of Painters. Dodd, 1965. 260p.
illus. $4.
A good biography of the painter, not balanced in treatment since the
R author explains that she is deliberate in her emphasis on Leonardo as a
7-10 painter. The personality of Leonardo is, nevertheless, fully and quite
powerfully developed; it is his other talents that are not fully described.
Since the intended purpose is carried out well, the book does not seem
weakened by imbalance; it is, however, weakened by the tendency of the
author to use imagined conversations rather heavily, and to use elabo-
rately embroidered descriptions: "But the sky's jewels, in which he
placed his faith .. .", "The ridges of the hills undulated with goldish-
pink and pink-carnation sunset light.", and "Apart from a despot's need
to be alert to intrigue and retaliation, Lodovico Sforza was tainted with
the mad Visconti blood, on his mother's side." The author mentions the
trial at which Leonardo was cleared of charges of perversion, but about
which he felt a lasting bitterness. A long bibliography of adult titles is
appended, as is an index.
Ottley, Reginald. Boy Alone; illus. by Clyde Pearson. Harcourt, 1966. 191p.
$3.50.
First published in England under the title By the Sandhills of Yam-
Ad boorah, the story of a young adolescent in the Australian outback. The
5-7 boy is never given a name, and there is no explanation of his presence
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as a chore-boy, a "wood-and-water joey" on the cattle ranch; presum-
ably he has no family. The boy becomes deeply attached to a pup that be-
longs to a tough old dogman, a dingo-hater; Rags is to be trained as a
hunting dog. The boy cannot bear to give his pup up, and runs away; the
dog's owner, touched, gives Rags to the boy. This is the thread that binds
together the incidents and routines of the outback station; within the nar-
row framework of the story, the author gives a vivid picture of the isola-
tion of the ranch and of the interdependence of the workers. The atmo-
sphere is wonderfully created; the pace of the book is slow and rumina-
tive; the writing is perceptive.
Patterson, Lillie. Birthdays; illus. by Erica Merkling. Garrard, 1965. 64p.
$2.12.
A book that describes birthday customs of the past and of the present,
Ad citing many of the rites of observance in countries other than the United
2-4 States, as well as changes in our own customs. The illustrations are pe-
destrian and the writing style a bit dull, but the book should have some
use as a simplified survey of birthday customs for the primary reader.
Peyrouton de Ladebat, Monique. The Village that Slept; tr. from the French by
Thelma Niklaus; illus. by Margery Gill. Coward-McCann, 1965. 188p.
$3.50.
First published in France in 1961, the story of three children alone
M in a deserted village in the Pyrenees; Franz and Lydia, young adoles-
6-8 cents, find each other and then find a small baby boy. Suffering partial
amnesia, Franz and Lydia do not know, until the very close of the story,
that they-and the baby-are survivors of a plane crash. The major part
of the book is devoted to a sort of Robinson Crusoe exposition of setting
up housekeeping: the children move into an abandoned house, they spruce
up an abandoned church, they act as parents to the baby, they gradually
accumulate a cow, two sheep, chickens, and a dog; and so on, and so on.
There is always some appeal in the castaway theme, but the treatment
here is really too pat and a bit too sweet to give the reader any feeling
of danger or suspense. The children are rescued after they have found
an airman who also has crashed (many months later) and who had radioed
for help before he bailed out.
Poole, Lynn. Fireflies; In Nature and the Laboratory; by Lynn and Gray Poole;
illus. by Christine Sapieha. T. Y. Crowell, 1965. 149p. $3.95.
A fine book for the general reader, and a particularly interesting one
R for the biology student; the volume is made attractive by large print and
6-10 by many illustrations in black and white, beautifully detailed, somewhat
in the style of Ravielli's meticulous anatomical drawing. The Pooles de-
scribe legends about fireflies, early research, and recent discoveries
about the chemistry of the lights of fireflies and about the ways in which
the various species use their lights. Because of the use of fireflies in the
study of bioluminescence, organizing of amateur teams of hunters is de-
scribed in the final chapter; sources of information and instructions for
catching fireflies are included. A glossary of terms and a relative index
are appended.
Sasek, Miroslav. This Is Greece. Macmillan, 1966. 60p. illus. Trade ed. $3.50;
Library ed. $3.74 net.
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Although this book has many of the same charms as Mr. Sasek's pre-
Ad vious books about other cities, it is hampered by a slow start, the first
4-6 page or two saturated with names and dates. The charms: space used
wisely on oversize pages, delightful illustrations of famous scenes or of
small details, humor in text and illustrations, a sophisticated use of col-
or, some beautiful painting, and a rambling, informative, and entertain-
ing text about Greek history as the tourist can see it in Greece today.
Schultz, Gwen. The Blue Valentine; illus. by Theresa Sherman. Morrow, 1965.
64p. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.78 net.
A brief story about a newly arrived child in a first grade classroom.
M Cindy, ignored by the other children, hopes that the teacher will respond
3-4 to her affection; she goes to a great deal of trouble to make a quite elab-
orate valentine-blue, because blue is Miss Kelly's favorite color. When
the class valentine box is opened, Cindy's valentine is not there; next day
Miss Kelly finds the blue valentine stuck to the bottom of the box; she
makes a fuss over Cindy, having her show the class how to make valen-
tines, and putting the blue one in an exhibit case. That day one of the
girls walks home with Cindy. The fact that the teacher is kind emerges,
but the total neglect of a newcomer until she has been publicly praised
also emerges and tends to outweigh the positive role of the teacher. Di-
rections for making a valentine like Cindy's are given at the back of the
book; they are not complicated, but they are made rather difficult be-
cause they need better labeling and more careful correlation between the
drawings and the directions.
Smith, George Harmon. Wanderers of the Field. Day, 1966. 218p. Library ed.
$3.68 net.
A long story about migrant workers, the protagonist being an adoles-
NR cent boy, Jack O'Neal. The book opens with the death of Jack's father,
9-10 the deathbed scene harshly detailed. "But even when he came to the cot
in the little tent and saw the crimson oozing out of his father's mouth,
he knew it was too late. The face was already cold, clammy; the eyes
rolled upward, exposing the whites. There was a puddle of blood with
black clots the size of green walnuts in it. . . ." As the O'Neal family
moves from place to place, Jack protects his dog, meets a girl, goes to
a revival meeting, tries to repay a loan incurred by his father, loses the
girl, finds her again ("He caught the clean-girl fumes of her. .. .") and,
at the close, is willed some land by kind old Colonel House. An overwrit-
ten book that, although it reflects truly many of the problems of migrant
workers, is so burdened with quaintnesses, dialect, folksy dialogue, and
stereotyped characters that it loses impact and fails to achieve the unity
of Roosevelt Grady (Shotwell's story of migrant workers, World, 1963)
or the drive and purpose of Means' Knock at the Door, Emmy (Houghton,
1956).
Sterling, Dorothy. Fall is Here! illus. by Winifred Lubell. Natural History
Press, 1966. 96p. $3.25.
A description of some of the phenomena of fall, with handsome and
M informatively detailed illustrations, most of them in black and white.
4-6 The writing style is informal, almost garrulous; the organization of ma-
terial is loose although the material itself is quite accurate and is inter-
esting. The writing has a condescending and, here and there, a coy tone
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particularly inappropriate in a book giving scientific information. Some
of the topics discussed are migration, hibernation, leaf color, and photo-
periodism. An index is appended.
Stevenson, Robert Louis. A Child's Garden of Verses; illus. by Brian Wildsmith.
Watts, 1966. 96p. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.21 net.
A felicitous combination, Stevenson and Wildsmith; the loved and fa-
R miliar poems are illustrated with the usual Wildsmith riot of color.
K-4 There are, in this volume, fewer pages than in preceding books illus-
trated by Wildsmith that are characterized by the now-familiar and quite
repetitive use of triangles and blocks of color. The pages here have di-
versity and imagination, beauty and humor. Nice to look at, nice to read
aloud or to savor silently, this is probably Wildsmith's best work since
his alphabet book.
Stirling, Nora. Who Wrote the Classics? illus. by Emil Weiss. Day, 1965. 250p.
$4.95.
The title here is misleading, since the text does not ask or answer
Ad that question; this is a collective biography, and a good one. The writing
7-10 style has an easy loquacious flow, the ten biographical sketches give in-
formation and also give-save for the sketch of Shakespeare-quite vivid
impressions of the personalities of the chosen writers of classics. The
other subjects are Jane Austen, the Brontes, Dickens, Hawthorne, Kip-
ling, Poe, Stevenson, Mark Twain, and Verne. In the section on Mark
Twain, the writer's real name is used for approximately the first half
of the material; this shifts rather suddenly, with Samuel Clemens court-
ing ("After Sam's first call on her .. .") on one page, and Mark Twain
being held off on the next ("Further, at Mr. Langdon's request, Mark sup-
plied the names of eighteen character witnesses .. ."). A divided bibli-
ography is appended.
Thayer, Jane. What's a Ghost Going to Do? pictures by Seymour Fleishman.
Morrow, 1966. 30p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.14 net.
A sequel to Gus Was a Friendly Ghost. When Gus, an amiable blob of
M ghost, learned that his home was to be sold to the government and de-
K-2 molished, he looked around for another house. He offered to take on the
job of clanking mysteriously for another ghost named Captain Obadiah
Paine, but he was too noisy. He spent a night with his friend Mouse, but
that wasn't comfortable. In a last desperate effort, he tried to penetrate
the thoughts of the government inspector, and tried an ad in the news-
paper. Success. Echoing aloud each idea that Gus implanted, the govern-
ment man had the house renovated and set up as a museum, and he an-
swered the ad, so that the old house would have its ghost. The illustra-
tions are pleasant enough, the writing is sedate in style, and the plot
creaks a bit. The pace picks up at the close of the story with the device
of the human echoing of ghostly thoughts, the one bit of humor in the book.
Unkelbach, Kurt. The Dog in My Life. Four Winds, 1966. 156p. Trade ed. $2.95;
Library ed. $3.27 net.
A first person story about a girl and her dog, based on the author's
R daughter and her dog. Cary's mother has a small kennel where she
5-7 breeds Labrador retrievers, and on her eleventh birthday Cary is al-
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lowed to pick her own pup; only Cary can see Thumper's advantages over
the others. Time, other experts, and show judges prove Cary right;
Thumper is quick to win his championship points, and out of his stud fees
Cary's college fund is started. Although the story is almost entirely dog-
and-girl, it is varied enough in incident and restrained enough in tone to
sustain interest for the general reader; it should be very appealing to
the dog lover. The book has excellent familial relationships and quite
lacks the mawkishness that mars many animal stories.
Valens, Evans G. Motion; photographs by Berenice Abbott. World, 1965. 8 0p.
Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.41 net.
A quite good introduction to the three classical laws of motion is giv-
Ad en in a lucid, step-by-step explanation. The clarification is helped by
6-9 good photographs, not captioned but placed carefully opposite or below
the textual comments. The author uses familiar situations in the analo-
gies given, discussing velocity, acceleration, inertia and momentum,
force, mass, gravity, and-very simply-Newton's laws of motion. An in-
dex is appended. There are no chapters or topic-divisions in the book;
the text gets off to a slow start with a number of pages devoted to general
comments and provocative questions.
Walters, Marguerite. The City-Country ABC; My Alphabet Ride in the City; My
Alphabet Ride in the Country; illus. by Ib Ohlsson. Doubleday, 1966. 58p.
$2.95.
A turnabout book, in which an urgan-background alphabet begins at one
R cover, and-turned about-at the other cover there begins a rural-back-
5-7 ground alphabet. The illustrations, somewhat muted in tones, are quite
yrs. pleasant; those in the urban-alphabet section having much more variety.
The text is not the usual alphabet book text in which one letter is used
with one word, but a phonetically-oriented series of sentences; the walks
are described as a hunt for alphabet letters. For example, "I found V in
the valley where the vines and violets grew. And W was everywhere-in
the woods, in the whistling wind. There was even a woodpecker." A good
book to be read aloud to the child who is almost ready to read, and a use-
ful book for the child a bit too sophisticated for "A is for apple."
Watson, Sally. Other Sandals. Holt, 1966. 22 3p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed.
$3.27 net.
A story set in Israel today, some of the action taking place in Haifa
R and the rest in a kibbutz. The title refers to the fact that two families
6-9 trade children for a summer; Devra is a cheerful, impulsive, loquacious
twelve-year-old who has been brought up in the kibbutz and who trades
places with Eytan, a self-pitying adolescent who makes no effort to im-
prove the leg hurt in an accident, and who has absolutely no desire to
spend a summer in the country. Each child has problems in adjusting;
each benefits from the change, the improvement due in both cases to a
combination of help from others and some self-discipline. The story
moves back and forth between the two locations, a slightly awkward de-
vice because each locale has some amount of sub-plot. However, the
story has so many positive aspects that the mechanics are of minor im-
portance. Devra, for example, runs into the fact that the Arabs, whom
she has always hated, consider themselves the chosen people. Brought
up in the country, Devra has never had a chance to have an Arab friend
[34]
or to realize that Arabs might feel that they were being splendidly toler-
ant. Eytan, bitter and suspicious, discovers that one can adjust to group
living, that making an effort to be friendly can make one actually feel
more friendly, and that the problems of others may often produce-as
they have done with him-behavior symptoms that are misleading.
Weir, Rosemary. The Heirs of Ashton Manor. Dial, 1966. 150p. $3.25.
The story of an Australian boy who inherits a title and an estate. Ten-
Ad year-old Sebastian and his sister Elfrida, twelve, are sent to England
5-7 when their father becomes the Earl of Ashton. Father refuses to leave
the country where his beloved wife had died; Elfrida and Sebastian, uned-
ucated and more or less unkempt, know nothing of what lies ahead. Their
sole preparation has been a copy of Little Lord Fauntleroy; they are
dazzled by the house, but baffled by the fact that there is no money for
upkeep. Sebastian is saved the schooling he dreads when he has a suc-
cessful screen test; the estate is saved by the sale of enough paintings
to make needed improvements. The children are quite believable-in
fact, interesting-characters, and the book is very well written; it is
weakened by the pat ending and, to some extent, by an adult appeal.
Wheeler, Ruth Lellah. The Story of Birds of North America; pictures by Anne
Lewis. Harvey House, 1965. 128p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.36
net.
A book that contains a considerable amount of information about birds,
M but that is rambling in organization and limited by the fact that illustra-
6-9 tions (attractive and accurate) are in black and white, save for a four-
page color insert. The author describes the birds that have disappeared
or are rare, birds that were familiar to our pioneers; she briefly dis-
cusses classification and distinguishing characteristics. The text mean-
ders, not unpleasantly; a chapter on wildlife refuges is followed by
"Friends of the Farmer" and "Visitors in the Garden"; a chart of North
American birds, a list of national wildlife refuges, a divided bibliography,
and an index are appended. Not small enough to be a handbook, not com-
plete enough to be a guidebook, but moderately informative.
White, David Omar. Elizabeth's Shopping Spree. Knopf, 1966. 34p. illus. Trade
ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.59 net.
A nonsense story with humorous-grotesque illustrations, very clut-
NR tered and with elements of Hilary Knight, Edward Gorey, and the spirit
4-5 of Batman. Elizabeth, having cashed in some empty bottles, asks what
she can buy with a hundred million billion trillion zillion dollars and
forty-two cents. She taks advice and buys three hundred and thirty-three
thousand mink coats. Elizabeth depletes her resources and drives home
with her purchases: the Brooklyn Bridge, two white mice, a dozen each
of athwarted mains'ls and shivered timbers, and so on. The astronomi-
cal outlays and tall tale flavor have some appeal, but the idea seems la-
bored; some of the illustrations are funny, but some are quite unattrac-
tive.
Whiteley, Mary. How Do You Do? - I'm Shelley. Macmillan, 1965. 157p. illus.
$3.50.
A story for girls, set in the lake country of Ontario. Shelley is an
[35]
M orphan who is living with her adoptive family on a year's probation; her
5-7 "sister" Brenda is an only child who is delighted to have another twelve-
year-old. The two girls get along well, and Shelley is at ease with Bren-
da's father; she can't feel relaxed with her mother. Shelley, who has had
some unkind remarks made about her at school, is horrified when she is
accused of having taken some class money. The teacher likes Shelley,
but is convinced that the theft must have taken place when Shelley was
left alone in the room just after the money had been collected. After con-
siderable sturm and drang, Brenda decides that she will search the
schoolroom; she steals in there at night and finds the twenty dollar bill
stuck to some tape within the pages of a book. All ends happily. It is too
bad that the book is cluttered with a plethora of characters and incidents;
basically, the problems involved in the adoptive situation are interesting
and the situation itself differs from the more usual story of adoption, in
which there is an element of sibling rivalry or some jealousy about pa-
rental affection.
Wilkins, Frances. Wizards and Witches; illus. by Fritz Wegner. Walck, 1966.
64 p. $3.
An adequate book on the history of sorcery; not comprehensive, the
Ad book touches on some unfamiliar material, but concentrates on famous
6-8 figures or on well-known legends and folk superstitions. Most of the text
describes witchcraft or wizardry in the British Isles. The illustrations
are often amusing and are occasionally informative; an index is appended.
Wondriska, William. John John Twilliger. Holt, 1966. 38p. illus. Trade ed.
$3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
An attractive book that tells a fanciful story in good style, a story
Ad with humor, originality, a bit of contrivance, and a subtle infusion of
K-2 deeper signifidance. Most of the pages are grey, the black lines of the
drawings relieved only by the flaming orange-red of John John's hair and
Fred the Dog's fur. An enterprising and gregarious lad, John John dares
transgress the dicta of the Machine Gun Man who rules the town of Merry-
all. No friends. No dancing. When John John and Fred are discovered by
the Machine Gun Man within his hilltop fortress, they must show him what
dancing is; intrigued, the Man sheds all the trappings that prevent danc-
ing. Without his belts and tall boots and helmet, he proves to be a small
man with flaming red hair, a man who revenged himself on the town be-
cause they had, he felt, rejected him. The Machine Gun Man then becomes
a benevolent despot, opening the fort as a dance palace and establishing
new rules like, "Every adult should have one pet and every child as many
pets as he or she wants." The very nice nonsense doesn't mask the sense;
the illustrations and the format are appealing.
Zolotow, Charlotte (Shapiro). If It Weren't for You; pictures by Ben Schecter.
Harper, 1966. 32p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.79 net.
The loving X-ray Zolotow eye looks at dethronement; a child ruefully
R lists the joys of life with no small brother. "I could watch any program
3-6 I wanted . . . and I could cry without anyone knowing . . . and my paint-
yrs. brushes would never be mashed . . ." The end isn't sugar-coated, but
there is an admission that all is not gloom. The illustrations are engag-
ing; the text needs no plot, since it will probably awaken Instant Recog-
nition Reflexes on every page. A percipient and charming book.
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